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Improved Reading Skills by Students in 
Two Virginia Correctional Facilities 
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Before
After  

Grade equivalents from before and after participation on the Fast 
ForWord products show that, on average, 29 students made 
significant improvements in their reading grade level.  

 
 

Fast ForWord participants in 
correctional facilities overcame 
challenges to accelerate their 
reading acquisition, improving 
an average of 18 months in 
reading ability during the eight 
months between assessments. 
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Participation  
The Virginia Department of Correctional 
Education used both 48-minute and 90-minute 
protocols for the Fast ForWord Middle & High 
School and the Fast ForWord Language to 
Reading products.  On average, the students 
used the Fast ForWord Middle & High School 
product for 21 days over nearly six months.  On 
average, students completed 55% of the 
product content.  Some students also used the 
Fast ForWord Language to Reading product. 

Assessment Results 
Data were available from 29 students.  Overall, 
the students, whose average grade level was  

 
8.9, were reading at the mid-sixth grade level 
before participation on the Fast ForWord 
products.  After participating on the Fast 
ForWord products, students showed significant 
improvements in their reading skills, gaining an 
average of1.5 years in the eight months 
between assessments.  
 
In addition to increased reading ability, DCE 
teachers observed that students who 
participated in the Fast ForWord programs were 
more focused and exhibited improvements in 
behavior.  Moreover, teachers reported that 
some students demonstrated a stronger interest 
in reading as a result of their participation in the 
program.
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